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1  — EPA  ‘absolutely,  deeply  sorry’  for  mine  spill,  Albuquerque  Journal,  8/12/2015 

http://www.abqiournal.com/627002/news/epa-apologizes-takes-responsibility-for-mine-spill.htnnl 

The  top  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency  official  apologized  Tuesday  on  behalf  of  her  department  for  spilling  3 
million  gallons  of  mining  sludge  that  fouled  the  Animas  and  San  Juan  rivers,  saying  the  spill  "pains  me  to  no  end." 
Gina  McCarthy  made  the  comments  after  federal  and  contract  workers  accidentally  unleashed  the  spill  Aug.  5 while 
inspecting  the  abandoned  Gold  King  mine  near  Silverton,  Colo. 


2  — EPA  officials  promise  analysis  of  river  contamination  today,  Daily  Times,  8/11/2015 

http://www.daily-times.com/four  corners-news/ci  28625 135/epa-officials-promise-analysis-river-contamination- 
wednesday 

EPA  officials  offered  little  new  information  Tuesday  afternoon  on  pollution  levels  in  the  Animas  River  after  agency 
workers  accidentally  released  an  estimated  3 million  gallons  of  mine  wastewater  contaminated  with  heavy  metals 
into  the  river  a week  ago. 


3  EPA  Chief  Apologizes  For  Huge  Colorado  Mine  Spill,  HuffPost,  8/11/2015 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/epa-colorado-mine  55ca70c9e4b0f73b20bb08a3 

The  head  of  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  was  remorseful  Tuesday  after  an  EPA  safety  team  accidentally 
caused  3 million  gallons  of  wastewater  to  spill  from  an  abandoned  mine  in  Colorado,  turning  a major  waterway  a 
bilious  yellow  hue.  "This  is  a tragic  and  unfortunate  incident,  and  EPA  is  taking  responsibility  to  ensure  that  it  is 
cleaned  up,"  said  EPA  Administrator  Gina  McCarthy. 


4  — EPA  Chief  Gina  McCarthy  'Deeply  Sorry'  for  Colorado  Mine  Spill,  ABC  News,  8/11/2015 

http://abcnews.go.com/US/epa-chief-gina-mcca  rthv-deeplv-colorado-mine-spill/story?id=33022515 

The  head  of  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  Gina  McCarthy,  responded  today  to  criticism  that  her  agency 
moved  too  slowly  in  alerting  the  public  about  the  3 million  gallons  of  mine  waste  that  has  contaminated  a Colorado 
river,  saying  the  lag  time  is  mainly  due  to  the  cautious  nature  of  the  government's  efforts.  McCarthy  said  she  is 
"deeply  sorry"  and  it  "pains  me  to  no  end"  to  see  the  orange-colored  toxic  stream  unleashed  in  the  West.  Calling  the 
spill  a "tragic  and  unfortunate  accident,"  she  took  full  responsibility  for  the  waste  oozing  from  an  abandoned  mine 
into  the  Animas  River. 


5 — EPA's  McCarthy:  Contaminated  water  from  Colorado  mine  will  spread.  Fox  News,  8/11/2015 

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2015/08/ll/epa-mccarthv-contamination-from-colorado-mine-spill-will-spread- 

cause-still/ 

EPA  Administrator  Gina  McCarthy  warned  Tuesday  that  millions  of  gallons  of  contaminated  water  from  a Colorado 
mine  now  surging  along  Colorado's  Animas  River  could  eventually  impact  Mexico,  Utah  and  the  Navajo  nation. 

6 — Local  anger  swells  at  EPA  over  toxic  gold  mine  spill  in  Animas  River,  Guardian,  8/11/2015 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2015/aug/ll/animas-river-spill-epa-anger 

Townspeople  watching  millions  of  gallons  of  orange-colored  mine  waste  flow  through  their  communities  demanded 
clarity  on  Tuesday  about  possible  long-term  threats  to  their  water  supply.  Colorado  and  New  Mexico  made  disaster 
declarations  for  stretches  of  the  Animas  and  San  Juan  rivers  and  the  Navajo  Nation  declared  an  emergency  as  the 
toxic  waste  spread  downstream  toward  Lake  Powell  in  Utah. 
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7 - EPA  head  to  visit  Durango  to  observe  river  cleanup,  9News,  8/11/2015 

http://www.9news.com/story/news/local/2015/08/ll/mine-waste-leak-hickenlooper/31461929/ 

The  administrator  of  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  will  visit  Durango  Wednesday  to  observe  the  response 
efforts  of  crews  working  to  cleanup  last  week's  mine  waste  spill  that  turned  the  Animas  River  green,  sparking  an 
emergency  declaration  in  two  states.  The  EPA's  Gina  McCarthy  will  also  visit  Farmington,  New  Mexico,  where  she  will 
meet  with  local  officials  and  community  members. 

8 EPA  Chief  Apologizes  as  Anger  Mounts,  Wall  Street  Journal,  8/11/2015 

http://www.wsi.com/articles/epa-chief-apologizes-for-toxic-spill-affecting-rivers-in-colorado-new-mexico- 

1439321379 

Environmental  Protection  Agency  Administrator  Gina  McCarthy  apologized  Tuesday  for  a mine  spill  in  Colorado  that 
her  agency  caused  last  week  and  planned  to  travel  to  the  area  Wednesday,  amid  increasing  criticism  from  lawmakers 
about  the  EPA's  response. 

9 — EPA  chief:  Colorado  mine  spill  ‘pains  me’,  Albq  Journal,  8/11/2015 

http://www.abqiournal.com/626763/news/epa-chief-colorado-mine-spill-pains-me.html 

The  head  of  the  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency  said  Tuesday  her  department  takes  full  responsibility  for 
spilling  3 million  gallons  of  mining  waste  that  turned  a southwest  Colorado  river  an  unnatural  shade  of  orange,  adding 
it  "pains  me  to  no  end."  Gina  McCarthy  made  the  comments  as  her  agency  comes  under  increased  scrutiny  after 
federal  and  contract  workers  accidentally  unleashed  the  spill  last  week  while  inspecting  the  abandoned  Gold  King 
mine  near  Silverton,  Colorado. 

10  — Silverton  residents  reconsider  need  for  Superfund  in  light  of  spill,  Daily  Times,  8/11/2015 

http://www.daily-times.com/four  corners-news/ci  28625241/si Iverton-residents-reconsider-need-superfund-light- 

sfiili 

Silverton  Standard  editor  Mark  Esper  said  he  had  just  finished  lunch  on  Aug.  5 when  he  heard  an  unusual  call  over  the 
police  scanner.  "I  hear  Sheriff  (Bruce)  Conrad  say  on  the  scanner  — '20-foot  wall  of  orange  sludge  coming  toward 
Silverton,"'  Esper  said. 

11  — Gold  mine's  toxic  plume  extends  to  Utah,  USA  Today,  8/11/2015 

http://www.usatodav.com/storv/news/nation/2015/08/10/navaio-nation-epa-mine-wastewater-spill/31399517/ 

The  plume  of  heavy  metals  released  last  week  into  the  Animas  River  from  the  Gold  King  Mine  near  Silverton,  Colo., 
reached  Utah  on  Monday.  As  of  Monday  evening,  officials  said  the  plume  of  contamination  was  southeast  of 
Montezuma  Creek,  Utah,  and  was  headed  for  Lake  Powell.  Environmental  Protection  Agency  officials  say  the 
pollutants  in  the  plume  include  arsenic,  lead,  copper,  aluminum  and  cadmium,  but  have  not  released  any  detailed 
information  on  the  spill  that  started  Wednesday  morning  and  has  since  been  contained. 

12  — Colorado  health  official:  No  river  health  risk,  CNN,  8/11/2015 

http://www.cnn.com/2015/08/10/us/epa-river-spill-residents/ 

From  his  backyard  in  Durango,  Colorado,  Tom  Bartles  can  see  the  Animas  River,  which  was  stained  an  unnatural 
orange.  The  Environmental  Protection  Agency  accidentally  released  millions  of  gallons  of  pollutants  into  the  water 
last  week,  turning  the  typically  blue  water  to  the  color  of  mustard. 
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8/12/2015  EPA  ‘absolutely,  deeply  sorry1  for  mine  spill  | Albuquerque  Journal  News 

A DETfWCUCDQFRP  http://www.abqjournaLcom/627002/news/epa-apologizES-takes-responsibility-fbr-mine-spill.html 

( 3$  iEEVra\M»GHHSG)  k/RUU  RL)P  l£HVSU3D 

Olivier  Uyttebrouck  / Journal  Staff  Writer 


The  top  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency  official  apologized  Tuesday  on  behalf  of  her  department  for  spilling  3 
million  gallons  of  mining  sludge  that  fouled  the  Animas  and  San  Juan  rivers,  saying  the  spill  “pains  me  to  no  end.” 

Gina  McCarthy  made  the  comments  after  federal  and  contract  workers  accidentally  unleashed  the  spill  Aug.  5 while 
inspecting  the  abandoned  Gold  King  mine  near  Silverton,  Colo. 

The  contaminated  water  that  flowed  into  a tributary  of  the  Animas  and  San  Juan  rivers  contains  high  levels  of 
arsenic,  lead  and  other  potentially  toxic  heavy  metals.  McCarthy  expressed  regret  that  the  spill  occurred. 

“It  is  really  a tragic  and  very  unfortunate  incident,  and  EPA  is  taking  responsibility  to  ensure  that  spill  is  cleaned  up,” 
said  McCarthy,  who  is  scheduled  to  visit  the  area  sometime  today.  “I  am  absolutely,  deeply  sorry  that  this  ever 
happened." 

1 HZ  *0  H[  LFR'f  QYLLRQP  HOW  HSOW  HOADGYIVRU 

• Do  not  use  wells  near  the  San  Juan  and  Animas  rivers  that  could  contain  contamination. 

• Conserve  water  to  preserve  limited  water  supply  reserves. 

• Do  not  eat  fish  caught  in  the  San  Juan  and  Animas  rivers  or  water  livestock  with  river  water. 

Obtain  potable  water  at  the  following  locations: 


http://www.abqjournal.com/627002/news/epa-apologizes-takes-responsibility-for-mine-spill.html 
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State  Attorney  General  Hector  Balderas,  Farmington  Mayor  Tommy  Roberts,  Aztec  Mayor 
Sally  Burbridge,  Bloomfield  Mayor  Scott  Eckstein  and  San  Juan  County  officials  will  address 
the  mine  spill  at  11:30  a.m.  Wednesday  at  the  entrance  to  Berg  Park,  near  San  Juan  Boulevard 
and  Scott  Avenue  in  Farmington. 

Then,  at  2 p.m.,  Balderas  will  also  speak  with  Colorado  Attorney  General  Cynthia  Coffman  and 
Utah  Attorney  General  Sean  Reyes  at  Rotary  Park  in  Durango. 


Ostrander  said  that  updates  on  water  testing  will  be  posted  at  epa.gov/goldkingmine 
fhttp:  / / www2.ena.  gov  /goldkinem  inel . 

Reporters  Joshua  Kellogg  and  Noel  Lyn  Smith  contributed  to  this  story. 


James  Fenton  is  the  business  editor  of  The  Daily  Times.  He  can  be  reached  at  505-564-4621 
andj fen  ton  @ daily  - tim  es.com  ( m ailtonfen  ton  @ daily  - tim  es.com ) . Follow  him  Ccdfentondt 
fhttp:// www. twitter . com / fen tondt ) on  Twitter. 
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EPA  Chief  Apologizes  For  Huge  Colorado  Mine  Spill 
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EPA  Chief  Apologizes  For  Huge 
Colorado  Mine  Spill 

The  leak  released  lead,  arsenic,  cadmium  and  other  dangerous 
contaminants  into  waterways. 


Kate  Sheppard 

Senior  re porter/Eh vironrnent  and  energy  editor,  The  Huffington  Fbst 


Posted:  08/1 1/2015  06:54  PM  EOT  j Edited:  08/1 1/2015  06:57  PM  EOT 


WASHINGTON  --  The  head  of  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  was  remorseful  Tuesday 
after  an  EPA  safety  team  accidentally  caused  3 million  gallons  of  wastewater  to  spill  from  an 
abandoned  mine  in  Colorado,  turning  a major  waterway  a bilious  yellow  hue. 

"This  is  a tragic  and  unfortunate  incident,  and  EPA  is  taking  responsibility  to  ensure  that  it  is 
cleaned  up,"  said  EPA  Administrator  Gina  McCarthy.  "The  most  important  thing  throughout 
this  is  ensuring  the  health  and  safety  of  the  residents  and  visitors  near  the  river. " 

"EPA  is  an  agency  whose  core  mission  is  ensuring  a clean  environment  and  protecting  public 
health,  so  it  pains  me  to  see  this  happening,"  she  continued 

The  Aug.  5 spill  released  lead,  arsenic,  cadmium  and  other  dangerous  contaminants  from  the 
former  Gold  King  Mine  site  into  a creek  that  flows  into  the  Animas  River.  That  river  flows  into 
the  San  Juan  River  and  down  through  New  Mexico,  raising  concerns  about  downstream 
pollution. 

The  EPA  was  at  the  site  investigating  ongoing  water  releases  from  mines  in  the  area  and 
assessing  whether  it  could  take  additional  remediation  measures.  The  agency  said  the  team  at 

http://www.huffi  ngtonpost.com/entry/epa-col  or  ado-  mi  ne_55ca70c9e4b0f73b20bb08a3 
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8/12/2015 


EPA  Chief  Apologizes  For  Huge  Colorado  Mine  Spill 


the  site  misjudged  the  pressu  re  that  had  built  up  at  the  entrance  of  the  mine. 

The  Gold  King  Mine  has  been  out  of  use  since  1923,  and  is  one  of  thousands  of  abandoned 
mine  sites  across  the  country.  There  are  22,000  abandoned  sites  in  Colorado  alone,  local  NPR 
affiliate  KIJNC  reported.  For  many  of  these  mines,  the  previous  owners  are  long  gone,  leaving 
the  EPA  on  the  hook  for  cleanup  and  spill  prevention. 

Someone  at  the  agency  clearly  screwed  up  here,  which  has  led  to  lots  of  public  outcry  in  the 
region  targeted,  at  the  EPA,  and  to  the  administrator’s  contrition  Tuesday.  But  as  others  have 
pointed  out,  there  are  various  reasons  cleanup  at  this  and  other  sites  has  been  complicated. 

As  the  Durango  Herald  has  reported,  the  EPA  wanted  to  declare  abandoned  mines  around  the 
region  a Superfund  site,  which  would  increase  the  amount  of  funds  available  for  cleanup.  But 
residents  and  government  officials  in  the  area  pushed  back  because  they  were  worried  about 
the  impact  a Superfund  declaration  would  have  on  tourism. 

EPA  and  local  officials  recently  reached  an  agreement  that  the  agency  would  work  on  cleaning 
up  the  ongoing  pollution  from  the  mines  without  declaring  a Superfund  site,  which  is  what 
prompted  the  work  that  led  to  last  week’s  accident.  McCarthy  said  Tuesday  that  the  incident 
occurred  "when  one  of  our  contracting  teams  was  using  heavy  equipment  to  enter  the  Gold 
King  Mine ...  to  begin  the  process  of  pumping  and  treating  the  contaminated  water  inside." 

The  Denver  Post  has  also  reported  on  another  issue  that  has  hindered  cleanup  at  mine  sites  in 
the  state:  concerns  about  liability  in  the  event  of  an  accident.  Because  of  the  current 
interpretation  of  the  Clean  Water  Act,  environmental  groups  and  state  governments  have 
feared  taking  on  cleanup  because  they  could  be  held  liable  for  costs  if  something  goes  wrong. 
The  EPA  moved  to  reduce  the  legal  liability  in  2012,  and  Colorado's  congressional  delegation 
has  sought  to  amend  the  Clean  Water  Act  to  make  it  easier  for  third-party  "Good  Samaritans" 
to  help  with  cleanup.  But  those  legislative  efforts  have  not  been  successful  so  far. 

McCarthy  plans  to  travel  to  Colorado  and  New  Mexico  on  Wednesday  to  inspect  response 
efforts,  where  she'll  likely  get  an  earful  from  residents. 

MORE:  Colorado,  Mine,  Mining,  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  EPA,  Gina  McCarthy 
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uiauuid  rtfiuei  sun  • oriiei  cxeuuuvt;  ^muer  at  oen-cmpiuyeu 

■BB  I live  in  the  Four  Corners,  the  Animas  ends  at  the  San  Juan  River,  3 miles 
upstream  from  me,  that  river  is  the  south  property  line  for  my  house.  I hope 
every  word  you  said  becomes  truth.  Weil  thought  out  and  well  spoken  sir. 

Like  • Reply  • s6  5 • 11  hrs 

Steve  Paris  • Fisherman  at  Self  Unemployed  Inc 

I Hi  Claudia  Anderson  Sorry  this  has  happened  in  your  back  yard.  San  Juan  River 
is  on  my  list  as  a must  do.  Now  it'll  have  to  be  put  off  for  a long  time 

Like  • Reply  - 11  hrs 

Glenn  Heilenman  ■ Drexel  University 

ill 

One  giant  release  is  the  opposite  of  dilution  is  the  solution  to  pollution. 

Like  • Reply  - 11  hrs 

Show  2 more  replies  in  this  thread 


Mark  Gouthro  ■ Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa 

Congratulations  America,  you  get  what  you  pay  for.  After  years  of  conservatives  trying 
to  kill  the  EPA,  this  is  what  you  get. 


Like  - Reply  - A 30  - 13  hrs 


Harrison  Fairfax  ■ Works  at  Being  Retired 

This  problem  pre-  dates  the  EPA  by  decades  and  they  can  only  attempt  to 
work  within  the  limitations  set  by  Congress.  It's  easy  to  blame  the  EPA;  it's 
easy  to  blame  the  Song  gone  mine  owners;  the  real  blame  might  be  best  put  on 
the  various  elected  officials  who  look  the  other  way  and  hope  the  problems 
won't  be  discovered. 


Like  • Reply  - A 15  - 13  hrs 


Steven  Hatfield 

I can't  tell  if  you're  saying  it's  their  fault  because  they've  been  trying  to  kill  it  or 
that  this  happened  because  they  failed  at  killing  it. 


Like  - Reply  - A 2 - 13  hrs 


Albert  Johnsen  ■ Miami  Beach,  Florida 

Mark  Goithro,  we  may  find  a Bush  appointee  who  burrowed  in  had  a hand  in 
this  mess.  Similar  to  Lois  Lerner  at  the  IRS.  She  burrowed  in  and  then  was 
tasked  to  go  after  the  Tea  Party  to  smooth  the  way  for  Jeb  Bush.  A true  double 
header  because  Democrats  got  blamed.  The  Tea  Party  won't  go  for  Jeb  Bush  I 
don't  think. 


Like  - Reply  -fil  - 1 1 hrs 
Show  9 more  replies  in  this  thread 


Ron  Ranft  • California  State  University,  Dominguez  Hills 

Yes,  let's  blame  the  EPA.  Don't  blame  the  residents,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
town  councils  who  fought  for  decades  to  keep  the  EPA  from  declaring  this  a superfund 
site  and  getting  it  cleaned  up  because  everyone  in  the  area  didn't  want  the  tourists  to 
know  just  how  polluted  this  area  was  because  they  made  money  off  of  the  scenery. 
The  only  thing  that  has  happened  is  the  pollution  is  now  in  plain  view  of  everyone 
rather  than  hidden.  This  is  yet  another  example  of  why  humans  are  a dead  end 
species.  They  are  told  over  and  over  what  the  consequences  will  be  and  yet  they 
ignore  it  until  the  consequences  happen. 


Like  - Reply  - A 19  - 12  hrs 


Albert  Johnsen  ■ Miami  Beach,  Florida 

Don't  blame  the  republican  Colorado  congressman  who  also  tried  to  browbeat 
some  military  generals  to  quit  and  teach  Obama  a lesson.  "Go  out  in  a blaze  of 
glory"  he  told  generals  during  a time  of  war  with  ISIS.  That  will  teach  Obama.  I 
wish  I remembered  that  losers  name. 

Like  - Reply  - A 2 - 12  hrs 

Claudia  Anderson  ■ Chief  Executive  Officer  at  Self-Employed 

Albert  Johnsen  Scot t Tipton 

Like  - Reply  - A 2 - 1 1 hrs 
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James  Massey 

Albert  Johnsen.  Obama  was  firing  all  of  the  flag  officers  he  didn't  like  anyway. 


Like  • Reply  ■ 10  hrs 


Jeff  Cusick  • University  of  North  Texas 

For  the  anti-EPA  stooges  who  believe  the  mine  was  harmless  until  the  EPA  got 
involved,  an  August  10,  2015  New  York  Times  article  reports  this  mine  has  leaked  toxic 
water  at  a rate  of  50  to  250  gallons  a minute,  and  the  EPA  was  working  on  trying  to 
stop  that  spill.  It  also  reports  the  owner  of  the  mine,  Todd  Hennis,  who  coincidentially  is 
republican,  blames  the  spill  on  another  mining  company,  Sunnyside  Gold  Corporation, 
(Kingross)  which  built  retention  walls  inside  an  abandoned  mine  adjacent  to  Gold  King 
Mine  and  once  water  filled  up  in  that  mine  it  spilled  into  the  Gold  King  and  then  into  the 
Animas.  And  of  course  all  the  players  in  this  game  donate  money  to  a PAC  named 
Minepac,  which  donates  heavily  to  republican  causes. 


Like  • Reply  -A  16  • 12  hrs 


,4 


Dave  Mikulec  ■ Works  at  Occupation:  Nerd 

Have  a link  to  the  Times  article? 

Like  • Reply  - 11  hrs 

Tom  Benson  ■ Owner  at  Farm  Table 

Dave  Mikulec  you  need  a link?  you  don't  have  google? 

Like  • Reply  - sS  3 - 1 1 hrs 


Sara  Anderson 

$25/h  r paviv^  ^dv  by  Google,!  am  making  a good  salary  from  home  $1000- 
$1500/week  , which  is  amazing,  under  a year  ago  I was  jobless  in  a horrible 
economy.  I thank  God  every  day  I was  blessed  with  these  instructions  and  now 
it's  my  duty  to  pay  it  forward  and  share  it  with  Everyone,  Here  is  I started 


====  www.  Jo  bs24th . co  mONL  Y 
remove  ONLY 

Like  - Reply  - 10  hrs 

Show  1 more  reply  in  this  thread 


Brian  Fejer  ■ University  of  New  Mexico 

Yet  the  Grand  Old  White  Party  insists  that  'human  activity'  doesn't  impact  this  glorious 
creation?  #NotAScientist 


Like  • Reply  ■ A 8 • 13  hrs 


Dan  Bynum  ■ Owner  at  DBtv,  LLC 

Mark  Medina  republicon  willful  ignorance  is  destroying  America. 


Like  ■ Reply  - £}  1 - 11  hrs 


Nicholas  Morris  ■ Grocery  Clerk  at  Kroger 

Dan  Bynum  So,  it  was  a Republican  and  not  an  Obama  appointee  heading  the 
EPA  when  this  happened?  Fascinating. 


Like  - Reply  - 1&  1 - 11  hrs 


Samuel  Cooper  ■ St.  Edward’s  University 

That  is  offensive;  everything  is  not  about  race. 


Like  - Reply  - 11  hrs 


Show  3 more  replies  in  this  thread 


Rick  Booth  by  ■ Partner  at  Bowles  Rice  LLP 

A democrat  is  in  the  White  House:  here's  why  it’s  not  the  administration  fault.  A 
republican  is  in  the  White  House  with  the  same  facts:  republicans  hate  the  earth  and 
want  to  kill  babies  and  kittens. 


Like  - Reply  - 16  7 - 12  hrs 


Jeff  Cusick  ■ University  of  North  Texas 

Or,  at  least  in  this  case,  the  mining  companies  involved,  both  owned  by 
republicans,  are  letting  the  EPA  clean  up  their  mess.  Even  the  Gold  King  Mine 
owner,  Todd  Hennis,  is  saying  the  pressure  build-up  in  the  mine  is  most  likely 


http://www.huffi  ngtonpost.com/entry/epa-col  or  ado-  mi  ne_55ca70c9e4b0f73b20bb08a3 


5/7 


1781115 


ED  000552B  00003624-00009 


8/12/2015 


EPA  Chief  Apologizes  For  Huge  Colorado  Mine  Spill 


the  fault  of  the  neighboring  mine  owners,  Kinross,  as  they  built  retaining  walls 
inside  the  mine  cleaning  up  their  own  mess.  Republicans  don't  hate  the  earth, 
they  simply  choose  to  disregard  the  effects  of  pollution  in  cases  exactly  like 
this  one. 


Like  - Reply  - 1 - 12  hrs 


Rick  Booth  by  • Partner  at  Bowles  Rice  LLP 

Exactly  what  democrats — largely  bought  by  the  same  corporate  interest — have 
done  for  a very  long  time.  My  point  was  that  the  apologists  come  out  of  the 
woodwork  for  a democrat  administration  but  have  the  opposite  reaction  with  a 
republican  administration. 


Like  • Reply  • i6  1 • 12  hrs 


Elle  Newman  ■ San  Diego,  California 

Rick  Boothby  Sorry,  it  isn't  Democrats  trying  to  kill  the  EPA  and  eliminate 
regulations  on  pollutors.  Nor  was  it  Democrats  that  reversed  the  Superfund 
program  that  required  pollutors  to  pay  for  own  cleanups.  It's  Republicans 
behind  each  and  every  single  one  of  such  efforts. 


Like  - Reply  - A 4 • 1 1 hrs 


Show  3 more  replies  in  this  thread 


Don  West  • Iowa  State  University 

What  will  the  EPA  fine  be? 

Like  • Reply  • s&  6 • 14  hrs 


n 


f 


Will  Kraft  • Birmingham,  Alabama 

The  mining  company  that  left  all  that  mess  behind  should  foot  the  bill. 

Like  - Reply  - 22  • 13  hrs 

Roland  W Drake  ■ Magnolia,  Texas 

Will  Kraft  Why?  The  mining  company  secured  the  waste  water  in  place,  it  was 
the  EPA  who  let  it  loose  due  to  typical  government  screw  ups.  I'm  waiting  to 
see  how  large  a fine  will  be  assesed  on  the  EPA.  The  fine  should  be  paid  out 
of  their  operating  budget.  As  far  as  the  EPS  cleaning  up  the  mess  that  also 
should  come  out  of  their  operating  budget  but  I'm  sure  the  taxpayers  will  get 
stuck  with  that  bill  and  no  one  will  lose  their  job. 

Like  • Reply  - sC?  10  - 13  hrs 

Vivian  Dennard 

The  mining  company  and  the  county  should  share  the  blame.  The  county 
opted  out  of  the  EPA  super  lean  fund  because  it  would  mean  the  death 
sentence  for  the  tourist  industry.  How  long  has  this  and  other  mines  been 
neglected  by  the  owners,  counties  end  state?  How  many  abandoned  mines 
are  filled  with  toxic  waste.  But  no  we  decide  to  blame  the  EPA  when  they 
attempted  to  fix  leaks  from  these  mines. 

Like  - Reply -i6  7 - 13  hrs 


Show  10  more  replies  in  this  thread 


Sheila  Karlson 

Yes,  this  is  terrible.  I only  wish  that  people  would  get  this  angry  about  those  who  pollute 
the  water  and  air  every  day  and  get  away  with  it.  Humans  make  mistakes  and  this  is  a 
dilly,  but  please  let  us  focus  on  the  mining  operations,  the  industrial  operations  and 
others  who  ignore  rules  and  dump  toxins  in  our  environment  with  abandon.  We  just  do 
not  know  about  all  of  it.  The  EPA  protects  us  from  a lot  of  it,  so  please  do  not  get  so 
tied  in  knots  about  this  horrible  mistake.  The  gold  mining  industry  created  the  mess  in 
the  first  place  and  then  they  leave  it  to  others  to  clean  it  up. 


Like  - Reply  ■ iti  5 - 12  hrs 


a David  Rich  ■ Charlotte,  North  Carolina 

basically  agree,  the  issue  is  with  those  that  left  the  mess  and  the  laws  that 
allowed  them  to.  hopefully  the  agency  learns  from  their  mistake  and  make  sure 
it  never  happens  again. 

Like  - Reply  • 9 hrs 
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k uan  oananan 

t - | 

fl, ..  i am  sure  this  spill  will  have  long  term  catosophic  damage  to  both  wild  life  and  humans 
A unlike  the  bp  ocean  spill.  Rivers  do  not  have  the  natural  filtering  ocean  have. 


Like  ■ Reply  6 4 ■ 13  hrs 


Julie  Mollering  Belsha 

You're  exactly  correct!  We  need  honesty  from  the  government  and  the  EPA 
about  this  situation.  NO  MORE  LIES! 


Like  ■ Reply  -A  1 - 12  hrs 


John  Allen  Shaw  ■ Tax  Accountant  at  Hiiburn  & Shaw,  LLC 

Julie  Mollering  Belsha  you're  an  idiot 


Like  - Reply  • 11  hrs 


Dan  Bynum  ■ Owner  at  DBtv,  LLC 

The  BP  spill  is  still  catastophically  killing  sea  life. 


Like  - Reply- 6 2 - 11  hrs 


Peter  Haddad  ■ Huntington  Beach,  California 

'Tm  from  the  Government  and  I am  here  to  help"... 


Scariest  sentence  there  is  just  proven  true... 

Like -Reply- 6 10 -13  hrs 


Jack  Bond 

What  are  you  five?  Get  therapy  and  an  education,  you  desperately  need  both. 

Like  - Reply  - 11  - 13  hrs 


Peter  Haddad  ■ Huntington  Beach,  California 

You  mean  like  a re-education  camp?  So  I can  learn  revisionist  history  and 
learn  to  walk  in  step? 


Remember  when  the  Weathermen  Underground  suggested  that?  Funny  how 
some  of  those  crazy  nuts  are  now  friends  of  Barry... 


Like  - Reply  - A 9 - 13  hrs 
Emily  DeJan  ■ UICC 

Really?  You're  quoting  that  idiot,  Ronald  Reagan,  who  started  the  great 
American  downslide  into  disaster?  Get  a clue. 

Like  - Reply- 6 6 - 12  hrs 
Show  6 more  replies  in  this  thread 
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fl  Fac ebook  Comments  Rugin 


Advertise  | User  Agreement  | Privacy  | Comment  Policy  | About  Us  |;  About  Our  Ads  | Contact  Us  | FAQ 
Copyright  © 2015  TheHuffingtonFbst.com,  Inc.  | "The  Huffington  Ftosf  is  a registered  trademark  of  TheHuffingtonFbst.com,  Inc.  All  rights  reserved. 

Part  of  HPMG  New  s 


http://www.huffi  ng  tonpost.com/entry/epa-ool  orado-  mi  ne_55ca70c9e4b0f73b20bb08a3 


7/7 


1781115 


ED  000552B  00003624-00011 


8/12/2015 


EPA  Chief  Apologizes  for  Colorado  Mine  Spill 


^NEWS 


EPA  Chief  Gina  McCarthy  'Deeply  Sorry'  for  Colorado 
Mine  Spill 

By  MARGARET  CHADBOURN 


The  head  of  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency.  Gina  McCarthy,  responded  today  to  criticism  that  her  agency 
moved  too  slowly  in  alerting  the  public  about  the  3 million  gallons  of  mine  waste  that  lias  contaminated  a 
Colorado  river,  saying  the  lag  time  is  mainly  due  to  the  cautious  nature  of  the  govemment???s  efforts. 

McCarthy  said  she  is  ???deeply  sorry???  and  it  ???pains  me  to  no  end???  to  see  the  orange- colored  toxic 
stream  unleashed  in  the  West.  Calling  the  spill  a ???tragic  and  unfortunate  accident,???  she  took  kill  responsibility 
for  the  waste  oozing  from  an  abandoned  mine  into  the  Animas  River. 

???We  are  going  to  move  as  quickly  as  we  can,???  she  told  reporters  following  a speech  in  Washington,  D.C., 
and  said  that  her  agency  is  working  around  the  clock  with  a team  of  scientists  and  researchers  to  contain  the  spill 
and  prevent  the  mine  waste  from  moving  further  downstream. 

???It  does  take  time  to  review  and  analyze  data,???  McCarthy  said.  ???As  far  as  I know,  we  have  been  thankful 
that  there  is  no  reported  cases  of  anyone???s  health  being  compromised.??? 

The  important  thing,  she  said,  ???is  ensuring  the  health  and  safety  of  the  residents???  and  she  emphasized  the 
EPA  is  committed  to  helping  residents  in  the  region  In  response  to  the  ???unfortunate  accident,???  McCarthy 
said  the  EPA  has  developed  and  ???deployed  the  flill  depth  and  breadth  of  the  agency,  as  well  as  partners  on 
the  ground.??? 

Additionally,  the  EPA  is  seeing  a ???downward  trajectory???  of  the  contamination  levels  and  it  has  put  together 
a unified  command  center  in  Durango,  and  a post  in  Washington,  D.C.,  to  unify  state  and  federal  workers 
responding  to  the  spiff 

???We???re  trying  to  be  as  cautious  as  we  can  and  prudent,???  McCarthy  said.  ???EPA???s  core  mission  is  to 
ensure  a clean  environment  and  to  protect  public  health,  so  it  pains  me  to  no  end  to  see  this  is  happening.??? 

The  EPA  is  working  to  protect  the  public  water  supply  and  is  bringing  in  private  water  as  it  is  needed,  including 
bottled  water  deliveries.  McCarthy  said  the  Animas  River  is  unlikely  to  re-open  immediately  for  recreational  use, 
and  is  mostly  off-limits  for  kayakers  and  those  that  often  access  the  waterway. 

???We  are  not  going  to  take  risks,  we  know  there  is  responsibility  here,???  McCarthy  said.  ???We???re 
working  tirelessly  to  respond,  and  we???ve  committed  to  a full  review  of  exactly  what  happened,  to  ensure  that  it 
can  never  happen  again" 
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NOW  PLAYING 

New  Mexico  governor  slams  ERA  over  toxic  mine  spill 


EPA  Administrator  Gina  McCarthy  warned  Tuesday  that  millions  of  gallons  of  contaminated  water  from  a Colorado  mine  now 
surging  along  Colorado's  Animas  River  could  eventually  impact  Mexico,  Utah  and  the  Navajo  nation. 

McCarthy  also  told  a press  conference  the  agency  is  still  trying  to  determine  how  it  accidentally  unleashed  the  wastewater  into 
the  river  and  vowed  to  use  the  “full  breadth  of  the  agency”  to  clean  up  the  mess. 

“We’re  working  around  the  clock,”  McCarthy  said.  “It  pains  me  to  no  end  to  see  this  happening." 


"It pains  me  to  no  end  to  see  this  happening." 


- EPA  Administrator  Gina  McCarthy 


She  also  said  there  have  so  far  been  no  reports  of  illness  as  a result  of  the  spill,  which  occurred  last  week. 
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I he  spill  occurred  while  an  tPA  crew,  using  heavy  equipment  was  working  with  tederai  and  contract  workers,  to  inspect  the 
abandoned  mine  near  Silverton,  Colorado. 


McCarthy  said  the  response  includes  diverting  water,  treating  it  to  remove  metals,  setting  up  command  centers  and  providing 
alternative  water  supplies. 


She  also  said  she  has  been  in  touch  with  state,  congressional  and  White  House 
officials  and  promised  “a  full  review  of  exactly  what  happened  to  ensure  it  will  never 
happen  again.” 


Tuesday  marks  the  first  day  people  affected  by  the  spill  can  file  claims  with  the 
Environmental  Protection  Agency. 


The  agency  estimates  more  than  3 
million  gallons  of  sludge  laden  with  lead 
arsenic  and  other  heavy  metals  has 
already  flowed  at  least  100  miles 
downstream  to  New  Mexico. 

Communities  and  farmers  along  the 
Animas  and  San  Juan  rivers  were 
forced  to  stop  using  river  water,  and  it 
was  unclear  when  it  will  be  safe  to 

resume  irrigating. 


Related  Image 


FILE:  Aug.  6.2015:  Kayaker  in  the  Animas  River  near 
Durango,  Colo.,  in  water  colored  yellow  from  a mine 
waste  spili.  (AP) 


Colorado  Gov.  John  Hickenlooper 
began  his  visit  to  the  scene  Tuesday 
with  a tour  of  a fish  hatchery  in  the  southwestern  city  of  Durango. 


Related  image 


Spill  infects  Colorado  river 

A sludge  containing  lead  and  arsenic  from  an  abandoned 
mine  has  leaking  into  the  Animas  river.  The  EPA  has  warned 
people  to 'stay,  out  of  the  river  and  to  keep  domeeticanimafe 
from,  drinking  from  it. 


Cages  have  been  placed  in  the  river  to  catch  fish  and  measure  any  effects  on  them  from  the  spill. 

Hickenlooper  issued  a disaster  declaration  for  the  area  Monday,  releasing  $500,000  to  assist  affected  businesses  and  towns. 


The  Associated  Press  contributed  to  this  report. 
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Local  anger  swells  at  EPA  over  toxic  gold 
mine  spill  in  Animas  River 

Townspeople  demand  explanation  over  long-term  effects  of  3m  gallons  of  waste  to  water  supply,  as 
Colorado  and  New  Mexico  make  disaster  declarations 

Caty  Enders  and  Associated  Press 
Tuesday  11  August  201 5 16.13  EDT 

Townspeople  watching  millions  of  gallons  of  orange- colored  mine  waste  flow  through  their 
communities  demanded  clarity  on  Tuesday  about  possible  long-term  threats  to  their  water  supply. 

Colorado  and  New  Mexico  made  disaster  declarations  for  stretches  of  the  Animas  and  San  Juan  rivers 
and  the  Navajo  Nation  declared  an  emergency  as  the  toxic  waste  spread  downstream  toward  Lake 
Powell  in  Utah. 

EPA  workers  accidentally  unleashed  an  estimated  3m  gallons  (11.36m  liters)  of  mine  waste,  including 
high  concentrations  of  arsenic,  lead  and  other  heavy  metals,  as  they  inspected  the  long- abandoned 
Gold  King  mine  near  Silverton,  Colorado,  on  5 August. 

EPA  administrator  Gina  McCarthy  said  on  Tuesday  in  Washington  DC  that  she  takes  full 
responsibility  for  the  spill,  which  she  said  “pains  me  to  no  end”.  She  said  the  agency  is  working  around 
the  clock  to  assess  the  environmental  impact. 

EPA  officials  said  the  shocking  orange  plume  has  already  dissipated  and  that  the  leading  edge  of  the 
contamination  cannot  be  seen  in  the  downstream  stretches  of  the  San  Juan  River  or  Lake  Powell. 

But  that  has  done  little  to  ease  concerns  or  quell  anger. 

The  Navajos,  whose  nation  covers  parts  of  New  Mexico,  Utah  and  Arizona,  shut  down  water  intake 
systems  and  stopped  diverting  water  from  the  San  Juan  River.  Frustrated  tribal  council  members 
echoed  the  sentiment  of  state  officials,  insisting  that  the  federal  government  be  held  accountable. 

The  attorney  generals  of  Utah,  New  Mexico  and  Colorado  have  been  coordinating  a response  to 
protect  their  citizens  and  ensure  “whatever  remediation  is  necessary  occurs  as  quickly  as  possible”, 
Utah  attorney  General  Sean  Reyes  said  in  a statement. 

Utah  governor  Gary  Herbert  expressed  disappointment  with  the  EPA’s  initial  handling  of  the  spill, 
but  said  the  state  has  no  plans  for  legal  action.  New  Mexico  governor  Susana  Martinez,  however,  said 
she  would  not  take  anything  off  the  table  and  that  the  EPA  should  be  held  to  the  same  standards  as 
industry. 

“Right  now  we  have  people  preparing  for  a lawsuit  if  that  is  what  we  need  to  do,”  she  said  in  a 

http://www.theg  uardian.com/environment/2015/aug/11/animas-ri\«r-spill-epa-anger  1/3 


1781115 


ED  000552B  00003624-00016 


8/12/2015 


Local  anger  swells  at  EPA  over  toxic  gold  mine  spill  in  Animas  River  | Environment  | The  Guardian 

Tuesday  television  interview. 

On  a conference  call  late  Tuesday,  David  Ostrander,  director  of  the  EPA’s  emergency  response 
program  said  the  water  quality  level  is  back  to  “pre-incident  levels”  around  and  above  Durango.  He 
attributed  elevated  levels  of  heavy  metals  to  discharges  from  mines  long  before  the  most  recent 
incident. 

“There  are  many  other  mines  that  are  discharging  acid  mine  drainage  right  now,  and  the  post- 
blowout on  this  particular  mine  is  flow  at  about  500-700  gallons  per  minute,”  he  said. 

Dan  Olson  of  the  San  Juan  Citizens  Alliance  said  that  the  announcement  was  positive  but  insufficient: 
“That  is  really  good  news  that  we  know  that  the  initial  plume  has  passed.  However  as  a community 
we  still  have  so  many  questions  that  have  not  been  answered.  Namely,  what  was  the  deposition  left 
behind?  And  what  are  the  potential  health  ramifications?” 

Jen  Pelz  of  conservation  group  Wildearth  Guardians  questioned  why  EPA  was  reporting  on  testing 
results  only  in  Durango. 

“I  would  think  they  would  need  to  do  water- quality  measuring  throughout  the  San  Juan  and  the 
Animas,”  Pelz  said.  “As  you  get  downstream,  there  have  been  no  releases  like  3m  gallons  rushing 
downstream.  Even  the  Animas  river  was  developing  a recovering  fishery.” 

Pelz  said  the  habitat  will  feel  the  bioaccumulation  of  mining  toxins  for  years  to  come. 

“Birds  eat  the  fish  and  it’s  eventually  going  to  get  to  them,”  said  Pelz.  “It  may  not  be  next  year,  but  it 
may  be  the  following  year  that  mallards  and  water  birds  might  show  mortality  effects  and  effects  on 
their  eggs.  The  reality  is  that  there  are  going  to  be  a lot  of  long-term  health  effects  that  everyone  is 
discounting  at  the  moment  from  this  contamination.” 

Jared  Blumenfeld,  an  EPA  administrator  for  the  Navajo  Nation  said  that  efforts  to  contact  the  Navajo 
residents  were  ongoing: 

“We’ve  now  contacted  about  75%  of  the  Navajo  who  take  their  water  from  private  wells  along  the  San 
Juan  River,  ” said  Blumenfeld 

Colorado  governor  John  Hickenlooper  spent  Tuesday  visiting  a contaminated  stretch  of  river. 

The  EPA  has  said  the  current  flows  too  fast  for  the  contaminants  to  pose  an  immediate  health  threat, 
and  that  the  heavy  metals  will  likely  be  diluted  over  time  so  that  they  don’t  pose  a longer-term 
threat,  either. 

Still,  as  a precautionary  measure,  the  agency  said  stretches  of  the  rivers  would  be  closed  for  drinking 
water,  recreation  and  other  uses  at  least  through  17  August. 

Dissolved  iron  is  what  turned  the  waste  plume  an  alarming  orange-yellow,  a color  familiar  to  old-time 
miners  who  call  it  “yellow  boy”. 

“The  water  appears  worse  aesthetically  than  it  actually  is,  in  terms  of  health,”  said  Ron  Cohen,  a civil 
and  environmental  engineering  professor  at  the  Colorado  School  of  Mines. 
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Tests  show  some  of  the  metals  have  settled  to  the  bottom  and  would  dissolve  only  if  conditions 
became  acidic,  which  Cohen  said  isn’t  likely.  He  advises  leaving  the  metals  where  they  settle,  and 
counting  on  next  spring’s  mountain  snowmelt  to  dilute  them  more  and  flush  them  downstream. 

No  die-off  of  wildlife  along  the  river  has  been  detected.  Federal  officials  say  all  but  one  of  a test  batch 
of  fingerling  trout  deliberately  exposed  to  the  water  survived  over  the  weekend. 

As  a precaution,  state  and  federal  officials  ordered  public  water  systems  to  turn  off  intake  valves  as 
the  plume  passes.  Boaters  and  fishing  groups  have  been  told  to  avoid  affected  stretches  of  the  Animas 
and  San  Juan  rivers,  which  are  usually  crowded  with  rafters  and  anglers  in  a normal  summer. 

Farmers  also  have  been  forced  to  stop  irrigating,  endangering  their  crops,  and  recreational  businesses 
report  losing  thousands  of  dollars. 

The  Associated  Press  contributed  to  this  report 
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EPAhead  to  visit  Durango  to  observe  river  cleanup.  9NEWS  at6  p.m.  8/11/2015  KUSA 


Blair  Shiff  and  Associated  Press,  news  source  6:23 p.m.  MDT August  11,  2015 


DURANGO  - The  administrator  of  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  will  visit  Durango  Wednesday  to 
observe  the  response  efforts  of  crews  working  to  cleanup  last  week's  mine  waste  spill  that  turned  the  Animas 
River  green,  sparking  an  emergency  declaration  in  two  states. 

The  EPA's  Gina  McCarthy  will  also  visit  Farmington,  New  Mexico,  where  she  will  meet  with  local  officials  and 
community  members. 


(Photo:  Maya  Rodriguez/9NEWS) 


Earlier  Tuesday,  she  said  "it  pains  me  to  no  end"  to  see  3 million  gallons  of  mine  waste  spill  into  the  Animas 
River  after  a breach  by  EPA  crews  trying  to  inspect  the  abandoned  Gold  King  Mine  near  Silverton. 


Colorado  Gov.  John  Hickenlooper  visited  the  area  Tuesday.  He  said  that  much  of  the  wastewater  has  been  plugged  up,  but  the  state  and  the 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  need  to  speed  up  work  to  identify  the  most  dangerous  areas  and  clean  them  up. 


The  former  geologist  says  that  if  there's  a "silver  lining"  to  the  disaster,  it  will  be  a new  relationship  between  the  state  and  the  EPA  to  solve  the  problem. 


McCarthy  took  full  responsibility  for  the  spill  and  said  the  EPA  is  working  around  the  clock  to  assess  the  environmental  impact. 
The  mine  waste  contains  arsenic,  lead  and  other  heavy  metals  and  has  flowed  at  least  100  miles  downstream  to  New  Mexico. 


Davis  Filfred , a Navajo  Nation  Council  delegate,  says  residents  on  the  reservation  near  the  Four  Corners  area  who  depend  on  drinking  water  from  a 
river  contaminated  by  mine  waste  have  90  days'  worth  of  water  in  reserve. 

Filfred  said  Tuesday  in  Utah  that  he  doesn't  know  how  long  the  reservation  could  truck  in  water  and  that  farmers  depend  on  the  San  Juan  River  to 
irrigate  about  30,000  acres  of  crops. 

Communities  along  the  Animas  and  San  Juan  rivers  in  Colorado,  New  Mexico  and  Utah  have  been  forced  to  stop  using  river  water  after  3 million  gallons 
of  wastewater  spilled  from  an  old  Colorado  mine. 
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Filfred  said  the  tribe  is  frustrated  by  a lack  of  information  from  the  federal  government  about  whether  the  pollutants  are  harmful  to  humans  and 
livestock. 

McCarthy  called  the  spill  tragic  and  said  the  agency’s  commitment  is  to  "get  this  right  and  protect  public  health." 

Tuesday  marks  the  first  day  people  affected  by  a Colorado  mine  spill  can  file  claims  with  the  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency. 

The  agency  accidentally  unleashed  the  contaminated  wastewater  last  week  as  federal  and  contract  workers  inspected  the  abandoned  mine  near 
Silverton,  Colorado.  The  agency  estimates  more  than  3 million  gallons  of  sludge  laden  with  lead,  arsenic  and  other  heavy  metals  flowed  at  least  100 
miles  downstream  to  New  Mexico. 

Communities  and  farmers  along  the  Animas  and  San  Juan  rivers  were  forced  to  stop  using  river  water,  and  it’s  unclear  when  it  will  be  safe  to  resume 
irrigating. 

The  EPAsays  it’s  committed  to  taking  responsibility  for  the  spill  and  effects  to  downstream  communities. 

Hickenlooper  visited  a stretch  of  river  contaminated  by  yellow  wastewater  that  spilled  from  an  abandoned  mine. 

Hickenlooper  began  his  visit  Tuesday  with  a tour  of  a fish  hatchery  in  the  southwestern  city  of  Durango.  Cages  have  been  placed  in  the  Animas  River 
there  to  catch  fish  and  measure  any  effects  on  them  from  the  spill.  So  far,  officials  say  they  see  no  problems. 

Hickenlooper  issued  a disaster  declaration  for  the  area  Monday,  releasing  $500,000  to  assist  businesses  and  towns  affected  after  a federal  mine 
cleanup  operation  released  millions  of  gallons  of  sludge  containing  heavy  metals,  including  lead  and  arsenic. 

9 NEWS 

Contaminated  river  remains  closed  indefinitely 

(http://www.9news.conVstory/news/locaV201 5/08/1 0/aiiTmas-river-wastewater-spiH-epa/3 1 442009A 

Stretches  of  the  Animas  River  and  the  San  Juan  River  it  flows  into  have  also  been  declared  disaster  areas  (/story/news/loca  1/201 5/08/1  Q/animas-river- 
waste.wate,rrs.pill7ep, a/3.1, 442QQ9/)  in  New  Mexico. 

(KUSA-TV  © 201 5 KUSA  with  The  Associated  Press) 

Read  or  Share  this  story:  http://on9news.tv/1NnLJoO 
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Jr^ll  $ Coroner:  Elderly  woman 
8 HSiH B drowned  in  creek  near 
| si?" SI  Longmont 

(/story/news/bcal/2 0 1 5/08/ 1 1 /longmont- 
creek- 

drowning-  Icil- 
hand/3 15042 17/) 

(/story/news/loc.al/201 5/08/1 1 /longmont-creek  ■ 
drowning-kft-han  d/3 1 5042 1 11 ) 
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EPA  Chief  Apologizes  as  Anger  Mounts  - WSJ 
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Environmental  Protection  Agency  Administrator  Gina  McCarthy  PHOTO:  ANDREW  HARN IK/ASSOCIATED  PRESS 

By  Amy  HARDER  and  D An  FR0SCH 
gpdated  Agg.  11,  2015 11:05  p.m.  ET 


Environmental- Pretectjen  Agency  Admjnjst  rater  Qjna  McCarthy apelegjzed  T gesday 
fer  a mine  spil  l- in  Cel-era de  that  fief  agency  cagsed  last  week  and  planned  te  travel-  te 
tbearea  Wednesday,  am  jd  increasing  criticism  frem  l-awmakersabegt  tfie  EPA’s 


respense. 


Ms.  McCarthy  sajd at  a news  conference  in  Washington  that  she  was  stil  l- learning  abOgt 
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wfiat  happened,  responding  tO  a qqestjOh  abdqt  whether  the  EPA  was  revjewjhg 
changes  jn  hdw  jt  cleans  qp  Old  mines.  “ i dOn’t  have  a complete  qhderstahdjhg  Of 
any  thing  tfi  at  went  Oh  jn  there,”  she  sajd.  “ if  there  jssOmeth  jng  that  went  wrOng,  we 
want  tO  makesqre  jt  never  gOes  wrOng  again.” 

Sen.  COry  Qardner  (R.,  COIO.)  sajd  jn  an  interview  T qesday  he  dOqbted  the  EPA  had  an 
adeqqate  network  set  qp  in  the  regjbn  tO  respond  tO  the  disaster.  “Sbmeth  jng  djd  gO 
wrOng,  and  here  we  are,  a week  later,  and  there  st  jit  remains  a lack  Of  qhderstahdjhg  nOt 
0 n ly  wjth  what  happened,  bqt  what’s  act  qally  at  stake  jn  terms  Of  pqbl-jcheal-th,”  M r. 
Gardner  sajd. 


Ah  EPA  clean  qp  crew  Oh  Aqg.  5 accidentally  triggered  a breach  jn  an  abandoned  gOld 
mjne  jn  thesOqth western  part  Of  COIOradO,  releasjhgah  estimated  three  mjlijOn 
gaH-Ohs Of  tOxjc,  mqstafd-tjhtedslqdge  thrOqgh  a fjver system  that  alsO spans  New 
MexjcO  and  Otah.  Theslqdge,  wh  jch  flO wed  dOwn  the  Ah  jmas  Rjver  and  emptied  jntO 
the  San  Jqan  Rjver  jn  New  MexjcO,  contains  sqch  contaminants  as  lead  and  arsenjc 
frOm  theQOId  Kjng  Mjne,  nOrth  OfSilvertOh,COIO.,OheOf  thOqsands  Of  abandoned 
mjnes  acrOss  the  western  l^.S. 

“The  EPA’s  initial-  response  tO  thjs  pOjnt  has  been  sl-Ow  and  jhsqffjcjent,”  Sen. 

M jchael-  Ben  net  (D.,  COIO.)  sajd  jn  an  emajled  statement.  “0nce  we  are  thrOqgh  the 
immediate  and  emergency  responses,  we  wjl-l-aH-  need  tO  investigate  hOw  thjs  happened, 
nOt  Only  sO  that  we  can  get  answers abd qt  thjs  disaster,  bqt  sO  that  we  can  prevent  jt 
frOm  happening agajh.” 


Tbp  lawmakers  frOm  both  partjesOn  theSenate  EhvjrOhmehtalahd  Pq bl-jc  WOrks 
CO  m m jt  tee  prOmjsed  tO  mOhjtOr  the  EPA’s  response  tO  the  mjne  breach.  “ i wjl-l-  wOrk 
wjthjh  the  cbm  m it  tee  and  with  my  cOlieagqes  jn  Congress  tO  ensqre  the  EPA  js  held 
accOqntable  tO  thjsgrave  incident,”  the  pahel-’schajf  man,  James  inhOfe  (R.,0kla.),sajd 
jn  a statement- 


Sen.  Barbara  BOxer  (D.,  Caljf.),  the  committee’s  ranking  Democrat,  asked  the  agency  jn 
a letter  T qesday  tO  “cOmm  jt  t<b  takjng  jm  mediate  act  jOn  t®  ensq  re  that  EPA  prbvjdes 
timely  jhfOfmatjOh  tO  theaffected cOmmqhjtjesahdcOdfdjhateseffdfts  with  federal-, 
state  and  1-0  cal-  Officials  as  the  clean  qp  and  investigation  cOhtinqe.” 


Ms.  McCarthy  sajdher  agency  was  “cbm  mjtted  tO  a fql-l-  review,”  thOqgh  she  didn’t 
elaborate  Oh  what  kjnd  Of  revjew  Or  whether  it  wOql-d  be  led  by  the  EPA  Of  another 
Organization.  “ i am  absOlqtely  deeply sOrry  th  jsever  happened,”  shesajd. 
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The  EPA  ch  jef  plans  td  vjsjt  affected  areas  jn  Cdldradd  and  New  Mexjcd  dn  Wednesday 
td  “inspect  respdnse  effdrts,”  the  agency  sajd.  The  an  n 0 14 n cement  came  after  a letter 
sent  T qesday  byMf.Qardner,Mr.Bennet  and  Rep.Scdtt  Tjptdn  (R., Cdld.)  reqqested 
tti at  Ms.  McCarthy  vjsjt. 


“Ndbddy  jsgdjng  td  take  th  eat  tent  jdn  away  frdm  EPA’s  jncdmpetence  dn  th  js,”  M r. 
Qardner  sajd.  “ if  th  js  was  a private  edmpany,  aH-heli  wdqld  be  break  jng  Iddse.” 


EARLIER  COVERAGE 


i n 


• Colorado,  New  Mexico  Free  Up  State  Funds  for  Gold-Mine  Spill  (http://www.wsj.com/articies/colorado- 
piedges-funds-to-help-clean-up-gold-mines-sludge-s pill-1439237643)  (Aug  10) 

• Colorado  Spill  Impact  Widens  (http://www.wsj.com/articles/colorado-spill-impact-widens-1439163937) 

(Aug  9) 

• Gold  Mine’s  Waste  Sludge  Spreads  Downriver  Into  New  Mexico  (http://www.wsj.com/articies/gold-mines- 
waste-sludge-spreads-downriver-into-new-mexi co-1 439062334)  (Aug.  8) 


andther  letter  sent  td  the  EPA  dn  T gesday  by  Messrs.  Qardner,  Ben  net  and  Tjptdn,  the 
lawmakers  reqqested  the  agency  set  gp  a Idng-ter  m plan  fdr  habjtat  festdfatjdn  and  fdr 
smal  l- bqsj nesses  affected  by  the  spjll-,  sych  as  kayak  jng  edmpanjes. 

“EPA  has  td  make  jt  r jght  jqst  as  a prjvate  edmpany  wdqld  have  td,”  Mr . Qardner  sajd. 

EPA  dffjcjalssajd  T qesday  that  water  was  fid w jng  dgt  df  the  m jneat  a rate  df  500 
gal  ld ns  td  700  gal-l  d ns  a m jngte  and  was  bejng  treated  as  jt  emerged. 

Offjcjalssajd  the  jnjtjal-  plqme  df  tdxjc  water  released  dgr jng  theaccjdent  was  traveling 
at  3 mjles  td4  mjles  an  ft  dgr  and  was  near  Fafmjngtdn,  N.M.,ardqnd  the  Navajd  Nat  jdn, 
where  t r jbal-  leaders  have  expressed  grdwjng  edneer  n abdqt  dr  jnkjng  water.  The  EPA 
sajd  jt  had  set  gp  sampljng  statjdnsaldng  the  San  Jqan  Rjver  and  was  jn  cdntact  wjth 
the  majdr  jty  df  tr  jbal-  members  whd  draw  thejr  water  frdm  prjvate  wells. 

in  sdqth  western  Cdldradd,  EPA  dffjcjalssajd  hewsampl  jng  data  signaled  water  qgal-jty 
jn  the  area  near  the  breach  wascldse  td  level-s  prjdr  td  theaccjdent.  The  Cdldradd 
Department  dfPgbljc health  and  Ehvjfdnmeht  sajd  l-ate T qesday  that  jnjtjal- test 
resqlts  bn  the  Ah  jm  as  Rjver  shewed  the  edn  cent  rat  jdn  dfcdn  tarn  jn  ants  frdm  the  Qdld 
Kjng  Mjne  wascdhtjhgjng  td  decrease. 

Stjli,  federalehvjrdhmehtaldffjcjalssajd  that  the  rjver  system  wdgldhave  td  be 
mdnjtdred  fdr  years  and  that  cbntamjnated  sedjment  wdgl-d  l-jkely  bestjrred  gp  dgr  jng 
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EPA  Chief  Apologizes  as  Anger  Mounts  - WSJ 

fajns  df  pef  jdds  when  the  watef  was  f q n n jng  high. 

“We  wjlt  qnddqbtedly  1-ddk  back  dn  whethef  we  djd  the  jdb  we  cdqld,  f)0w  we  cdqld have 
ddne  jt  faster  and  wdfk  wjth  them  [state and  Ideal- gdvef  nment  l-eadefs]  td  makesqfe 
they  have  cdnfjdence  jn  theabjl-jty  as  wel  l- as  the  capacity  df  014  f agency  td  mdve 
qqjckly,”  sajd  Ms.  McCarthy,  addjng  that  the  agency  has  a “sdl-jd  net  wdfk  jn  place  ndw  td 
beabletdget  thejdb  ddne.” 

Ms.  McCarthy  sajd  her  agency  has  been  jn  tdqch  wjth  the  Whjte  Hdqse,  cdhgfessjdhal- 
delegatjdns  df  affected  states,  jncl-Li djng  Cdldradd  and  New  Mexjcd  andstate  leaders,  i n 
addjtjdn  td  these  twd  states,  the  EPA  has  sent  ddzens  df  staff  td  ytah,  an  other  state  the 
f jvef  system  cresses  jn  td,  td  hel  p wjth  the  clean  qp. 


Th e gdvef ndfs  df  Cdldradd  and  New  Mexjcd  declared  emergencies  Men  day,  freeing  qp 
state  fqnds  td  help  pay  fdf  thecleahqp.Theahhdqhcementsalldcate$500,000  jn  state 
mdney  fdf  Cdldradd  and  an  addjtjdnal- $750,000  fdr  New  Mexjcd,  dn  t dp  df  $500,000 
djsbqrsed  Frjday. 


Ms.  McCarthy  sajd  there  have  been  nd  fepdfted  cases  df  an  yen e’s  heal  th  being 
cdm  prdmjsed  and  that  as  the  plqme  df  cdntam  jnated  water  mdves  fqfthef  jn  td  the 
rjver  system,  the  levels  df  cdhtamjhatjdn  dfdp.Shesajd  theagency  was  pfdviding 
alternate  water  sqppljes,  incl-qdjng  bdttled  water,  td  the  residents  whd  depend  dn  the 
affected  waters. She  djdn’t  say  when  the  rjver  wdqld  be  fedpened  fdr  drinking  df 
fecfeatjdn  actjvjtjes,sqch  as  kayakjng,  whjch  is  pdpqlar  jn  the  fegjdn. 


Ms.  McCarthy  ackndwledged  theangef  that  residents  and  state  leaders  are  feeling 
tdwafd  the  EPA,  whdse  fespdnse  td  thespjN-has  been  criticized  as  tdd  sldw.  “My 
message  td  fdlks  whd  are  angry  js  we  are  wd r kjng  as  hard  as  we  can  and  we  kndw  it’s  a 
djffjcqlt  sjt  qatjdn ,”  she  sajd.  “We  have  fdlks  wdfkjngafdqnd  the  cldck.” 

WfjtetdAmy  Harder  at  amy.hafdef@wsj.cdm  and  Dan  Ffdsch  at  dah.ffdsch@wsj.cdm 
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Environmental  Refection  Agency  Administrator  Gina  McCarthy  speaks  at  a Resources  for  the  Future  policy  leadership  forum 
Tuesday,  Aug.  11,  2015,  in  Washington.  McCarthy  spoke  about  the  EPA’s  Clean  Fbw  er  Ran  and  the  recent  Colorado  nine  spill.  (AP 
Fhoto/Andrew  Harnik) 


FEATURED  JOBS 


WASHINGT ON  — The  head  of  the  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency  said  Tuesday  her 
department  takes  full  responsibility  for  spilling  3 million  gallons  of  mining  waste  that  turned  a 
southwest  Colorado  river  an  unnatural  shade  of  orange,  adding  it  “pains  me  to  no  end.” 
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Gina  McCarthy  made  the  comments  as  her  agency  comes  under  increased  scrutiny  after  federal  and 
contract  workers  accidentally  unleashed  the  spill  last  week  while  inspecting  the  abandoned  Gold  King 
mine  near  Silverton,  Colorado.  The  contaminated  water  that  flowed  into  a tributary  of  the  Animas  and 
San  Juan  rivers  contained  high  levels  of  arsenic,  lead  and  other  potentially  toxic  heavy  metals. 
McCarthy  expressed  regret  that  the  spill  occurred  and  said  her  agency  has  “added  responsibility 
here.” 
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SENA.  CHARTER  HI 
Albuquerque,  NM 


“It  is  really  a tragic  and  very  unfortunate  incident,  and  EPA  is  taking  responsibility  to  ensure  that  that 
spill  is  cleaned  up,”  McCarthy  said.  “I  am  absolutely,  deeply  sorry  that  this  ever  happened.” 


The  accident  comes  at  a sensitive  time  for  the  EPA,  a frequent  and  favorite  target  of  conservatives 
and  pro-business  groups.  McCarthy  spoke  Tuesday  as  part  of  an  event  on  the  Obama 
Administration’s  Clean  Power  Plan,  which  mandates  steep  greenhouse  gas  emission  cuts  from  U.S. 
power  plants. 
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State  and  local  officials  in  the  areas  affected  by  the  spill  have  characterized  EPA’s  initial  response  as 
too  slow  and  too  small.  It  took  about  24  hours  to  first  notify  some  downstream  communities  of  the 
accident  and  the  agency  originally  underestimated  the  volume  of  the  spill. 


The  plume  of  pollution  has  since  flowed  at  least  100  miles  downstream  to  New  Mexico,  where  towns 
and  cities  have  been  forced  to  close  their  intake  valves  to  protect  public  water  supplies. 


McCarthy  pledged  a thorough  review  of  the  EPA’s  role  in  the  disaster,  but  said  her  current  focus  is  on 
properly  managing  the  response.  So  far,  there  have  been  no  reported  cases  of  anyone’s  health 
being  harmed  by  the  spilled  heavy  metals,  she  said. 


It  takes  time  to  review  and  analyze  data,  so  I understand  people’s  frustration,  but  we  have  our 
esearchers  and  our  scientists  working  around  the  clock, 
his  right  and  make  sure  we  are  protecting  public  health 


SUBSCRIBE  TODAY  FOR  ONLY  $1 2 


READ  PREVIOUS  POST: 


City,  Uber  reach  temporary  agreement  for  service  at  Sunport 
Jgifl  Mayor  announcing  new  deal  today 


illow  Associated  Press  writer  Michael  Biesecker  at  http://Ti 


http://www.abqjournal.com/626763/news/epa-chief-colorado-mine-spill-pains-me.html 


ED  000552B  00003624-00027 


8/12/2015 


EPA  chief:  Colorado  mine  spill  ’pains  me’  | Albuquerque  Journal  News 


COMMENTS 

Note : Readers  can  use  their  Fac ebook  identity  for  online  comments  or  can  use  Hotmail,  Yahoo  or  AQL  accounts  via  the  "Comment  using"  pulldow  n menu.  You  may 
send  a new  s tip  or  an  anonymous  comment  directly  to  the  reporter,  click  here. 


4 Comments 


Add  a comment... 


Sort  by  | Newest 


http://www.abqjournal.com/626763/news/epa-chief-colorado-mine-spill-pains-me.html 


2/3 


1781115 


ED  000552B  00003624-00028 


8/12/2015 


EPA chief:  Colorado  mine  spill  ‘pains  me!  | Albuquerque  Journal  News 


Mark  Twaine 

I am  going  to  go  up  there  on  Monday.  I bet  the  river  is  back  to  pretty  by  then.  I bet  catch  a fish  right  behind  Burger 
King. 

Like  ■ Reply  ■ 12  hrs 


Brian  Fejer  • University  of  New  Mexico 

Have  'conservatives'  ever  supported  actually,  'conserving'  our  national  lands  and  resources? 

#YouGetWhatYouPayFor  http://bit.ly/1PjjdFo 
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Oi  Dale  McCan  - Corrales,  New  Mexico 

■H  In  case  you  haven't  noticed,  this  was  a massive  Ofaiiure.  No  conservatives  involved. 

Like  ■ Reply  ■ 15  hrs 

Brian  Fejer  • University  of  New  Mexico 

Of  course  its  Obama’s  fault,  what  isn’t!  I'll  ask  again,  So,  does  anyone  know  the  history  on  how  or  when  it 
happened  that  conservatives  were  to  be  against  conserving  the  environment? 

Like  ■ Reply  ■ 3 ■ 15  hrs 

Dale  McCan  ■ Corrales,  New  Mexico 


Brian  Fejer  Only  since  Progressives  started  claiming  that  conservatives  only  want  to  destroy  the 
environment  in  order  to  further  their  own  political  ambitions.  Just  curious,  why  don’t  you  want  to  hold  the 
EPA  to  extreme  standards  like  you  do  the  police?  Just  because  they  do  the  political  will  of  economy 
destroying  lefties,  do  they  get  a pass?  Obama  is  in  charge  of  the  EPA,  however  I can  understand  why  he 
would  claim  that  he  didn't  do  it  someone  else  did. 

Like  ■ Reply  ■ gS  3 ■ 14  hrs 


Show  5 more  replies  in  this  thread 


J Kendall  Anderson 

■I  Abolish  the  ERA, 

Like  • Reply  - 17  hrs 

Paul  Brine  gar  • The  University  of  New  Mexico  - UNM 
Ah  yes!  A government  "review".  We  will  learn  a lot  from  that!! 

Like  • Reply  - 17  hrs 

Michal  Mudd  - Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

Yes  we  will.  Scientists  are  on  it  and  their  answers  should  mean  a lot  more  then  the  blabbering  of  pundits. 
Like  - Reply  - 9 hrs 
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Silverton  residents  reconsider 
need  forSuperfund  in  light  of 
spill 

By  Steve  Garrison  The  Daily  Times 

UPDATED:  08/11/2015  10:53:38  PM  MDT  0 COMMENTS 


Silverton  resident  Melanie  Bergolc  on  Monday  walks  along  the  banks  of  Cement  Creek  where  it  meets 
the  Animas  River  in  Silverton,  Colo.  (Jon  Austria  — The  Daily  Times) 


SILVERTON,  COLO.  - Silverton  Standard  RELATED  STORIES 


editor  Mark  Esper  said  he  had  just  finished 
lunch  on  Aug.  5 when  he  heard  an  unusual 
call  over  the  police  scanner. 

"I  hear  Sheriff  (Bruce)  Conrad  say  on  the 
scanner  — ’20-foot  wall  of  orange  sludge 
coming  toward  Silverton,”'  Esper  said. 

A plume  of  toxic  mine  waste  burst  forth  from 
Gold  King  Mine  and  rushed  down  Cement 
Creek  toward  Silverton.  It  was  reduced  in  size 
by  the  time  it  hit  town  after  smashing  into  two 
culverts  upstream,  which  absorbed  its  power, 
according  to  Esper. 

"Basically,  it  looked  like  spring  runoff,”  he 
said.  "But  as  you  go  upstream,  you  see  how 
devastating  it  was." 


Aug  11: 

EPA officials  promise 
analysis  of  river 
contamination  today 
fhttp://www.daiiv- 
times.com/four  corners- 
news/ci  286251 35/eoa- 
offictals-promise-analvsis- 
river-contamination- 
wednesdav?source=pka) 
Ranchers,  farmers  look  for 
alternative  water  sources 
after  Gold  Kina  Mine  spill 
fhttp://www.dailv- 
times.com/four  corners- 
news/ci  28623373/ranchers- 
farmers-look-altemative- 
water-sources-after-aold? 
source=pka^ 

What  does  the  Gold  Kina 
Mine  spill  mean  for 
Farmington  water  users? 
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times  .co m/four  corners- 


1781115 


ED  000552B  00003624-00030 


On  Monday, 
Silverton’s 
road 

maintenance 
crew  worked 
to  repair  the 

r/portlet/article/html/imageDispf^Ti^S6  to 
content  I tem  Relationship!  d= 7QQ.4fe§4lrst 


Left,  Ernest  Kuhlman,  chairman  of  the 
San  Juan  County  (Colo.)  Commission 
and,  second  from  left,  Gw  en  Lachelt  a 
La  Rata  County  (Colo.)  Commissioner  on 
Monday  tour  the  Gold  King  Mine  north  of 
Silverton,  Colo.  (Jon  Austria  — The  [Daily 
Times) 


culvert.  The 
plume 
carried  tons 
of  debris  that 
slammed 


into  the 


barrier  and  washed  away  part  of  Colorado 
Highway  no. 


"The  EPA  pledged  to  pay  for  that,  of  course," 
Esper  said. 


Beyond  the  immediate  damage,  it  may  be 
difficult  to  separate  the  deluge  from  the  drip. 

Esper  said  the  red  rocks  in  Cement  Creek  have 
always  been  red  and  life  in  the  creek  and  the 
Animas  River  in  that  area  has  always  been 
scarce. 


That  is  because  for  decades  the  mines  in  the 
Upper  Animas  district  have  leaked  acidic 
water  laced  with  various  heavy  metals  into 
Cement  Creek,  the  result  of  almost  a century 
of  mining  in  the  region. 

And  for  decades,  state  and  federal  officials 
have  talked  about  cleaning  up  the  site  using 
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NMED  test  show  little 
change  In  rivers’  pH  levels 
after  Gold  Kina  Mine  spill 
(http://www.daHv- 
times.com/farminqton- 
news/ci  28622146/nmed- 
tests-show-little-chanae- 
rivers-ph- levels? 
source=pkq) 
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EPA  officials  visit  mouth  of 
Gold  King  Mine  north  of 
Silverton.  Colo. 
(http://www.daHv- 
times.com/four  corners- 
news/ci  28618359/eoa- 
officials-visit-mouth-qotd- 
kinq-mine-north? 
source=pkq) 

Governor  declares  state  of 
emergency  in  San  Juan 
Countv  over  Gold  King  Mine 
spill  (http ://www. daily- 
times  .com/four  corners- 
news/ci  28615898/governor- 
declares-state-emerqencv- 
san-iuan-co  untv-over? 
source=pkq) 

San  Juan  County  residents 
express  concerns  over 
livestock,  crops 
(http://www.daHv- 
times.com/four  corners- 
news/ci  28615875/san- 
iuan-countv-residents- 
exoress-concerns-over- 
livestock?source:::::pkq) 

Navaio  Nation  Northern 
Agency  chapters  issue 
emergency  declarations 
(http://www.daHv- 
times.com/four  corners- 
news/ci  28613354/navaio- 
nation-chaoters-issue- 
emerqencv-declaration? 
source=pka) 


federal  funds,  but  have  faced  opposition  from 
local  residents  and  mining  companies. 

Although  many  Silverton  residents  remain 
skeptical  of  the  Environmental  Protection 
Agency,  some  say  it's  time  for  a federal  clean 
up. 


Aztec  implements  water 
restrictions  as  everyone 
waits  for  test  results 
(http://www.daHy- 
times.com/four  corners  - 
news/ci  28613344/aztec- 
announces-staqe-one- 
water-restrictions- 
residents  ?source=pkq) 

Plume  of  toxic  mine  waste 
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needed  to  deal  with  it.  But  we  didn’t  deal  with 


Aug  9: 


it." 

Bill  Simon,  co- coordinator  of  the  Animas 
River  Stakeholders  Group,  said  state  officials 
began  investigating  water  quality  in  Cement 
Creek  in  1989  after  discovering  that  aquatic 
life  was  nearly  nonexistent  in  the  river. 

He  said  after  extensive  water  quality  testing, 
the  EPA  was  ready  to  add  the  entire  Upper 
Animas  River  watershed  to  the  Superfund 
National  Priorities  List  by  1994. 

The  Superfund  was  created  through  federal 
law  in  1980  as  a way  to  address  abandoned 
hazardous  waste  sites  that  threaten  public 
health  or  the  environment. 


Navaio  Nation,  San  Juan 
Countv  officials  continue  to 
handle  toxic  waste  plume 
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EPAsavs  3 million  gallons 
of  contaminated  water 
released  into  Animas  River 
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The  law  provides  federal  funds  to  the  EPA  to 
perform  long-term  remediation  of  toxic  sites 
and  also  seek  compensation  from  parties  liable 
for  causing  the  damage. 

The  last  active  operation  in  the  region, 
Sunnyside  Mine,  closed  in  1991,  Simon  said, 
but  the  mining  companies  continued  to  oppose 
the  Superfund  designation  long  after,  fearing 
that  they  would  be  held  responsible  for 
cleaning  up  the  mine  waste. 

Simon  said  many  local  residents  did  not 
support  the  designation  either,  fearing  it  would 
discourage  future  mining  projects  and 
tourism. 

On  Monday,  Chairman  Ernest  Kuhlman  of 
the  San  Juan  County  (Colo.)  Board  of 
Commissioners  explained  the  town’s  attitude 
toward  the  Superfund  thus:  "It  retires  mining, 
for  one  thing,  and  it  retires  tourism,  for 
another.” 

Kuhlman  said  he  remains  skeptical  of  the 
Superfund  designation,  despite  last  week’s  spill, 
but  wanted  to  know  the  EPA's  plan  for  the 
site. 

”1  want  to  know  what  they  intend  to  do  about 
it,”  he  said.  ”If  it  was  a private  company  that 
did  this,  they  would  be  tarred  and  feathered 
and  tied  to  a stone.” 

Rich  said  the  period  after  the  final  operation 
shut  down  was  a difficult  one  for  Silverton 
residents  and  the  town  still  has  not  recovered 
from  the  economic  impact. 

Today,  the  town’s  residents  cling  to  a fragile 
tourism-based  economy. 

"It's  barely  sustaining  us,”  Rich  said. 

Simon  said  local  residents,  mine  owners  and 
operators,  and  others  opposed  to  the  federal 
designation  formed  the  Animas  River 
Stakeholders  Group  in  1994  to  retain  local 
control  over  what  water  standards  were 
implemented. 
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Hestmark,  on  Monday  tours  the  Gold  King  Mine  site  north  of  Silverton,  Colo.  (Jon 
Austria  — The  [Daily  Times) 


the  state  of 
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contentl  tem  Relationship!  d= 7005267) 


Weston  Solution  Inc.  assistant  engineer  associate  Megan  Oiler  on  Monday  measures  water  flow  ing  out 
of  Gold  King  Mine  north  of  Silverton,  Colo.  (Jon  Austria  — The  [Daily  Times) 

Colorado  to  continue  to  operate  a water  treatment  plant  on  Cement  Creek  and 
clean  up  several  abandoned  mines  in  the  Upper  Animas  Mining  District. 

In  exchange,  Sunnyside  Gold  Corp.  would  be  allowed  to  plug  the  Sunnyside 
Mine,  located  near  Gold  King  Mine,  and  end  its  clean-up  responsibility7  in  the 
region. 

Sunnyside  Gold  Corp.  completed  about  17  remediation  projects  in  the  Upper 
Animas  Mining  District  by  1999,  according  to  the  stakeholders  group’s  website. 

The  corporation  installed  concrete  bulkheads  in  the  Sunnyside  Mine  between 
1996  and  2002,  which  closed  the  mine  and  stopped  the  discharge  of  hundreds 
of  gallons  of  polluted  water. 

However,  Todd  Hennis,  owner  of  the  Gold  King  Mine  and  neighboring  Mogul 
Mine,  said  Tuesday  the  plug  didn’t  actually  stop  the  water. 

"The  Sunnyside  water  is  going  by  various  paths,  faults,  fissures,  etc.  and 
coming  out  the  neighboring  mine  properties,’’  Hennis  said. 

Hennis  said  that  Gold  King  Mine,  until  2003,  was  discharging  7 gallons  of 
polluted  water  per  minute. 

After  2003,  Gold  King  Mine,  Red  & Bonita  Mine  and  Mogul  Mine  began 
discharging  hundreds  of  gallons  per  minute,  according  to  EPA  records. 

After  a lengthy  court  battle  involving  Hennis,  Sunnyside  Gold  Corp. 
discharged  its  obligation  to  maintain  the  Cement  Creek  water  treatment  plant, 
which  was  shutdown. 

With  polluted  waters  pouring  from  several  mines  and  no  plant  to  treat  it,  the 
water  in  the  upper  Animas  River  began  to  degrade  significantly. 

"I  have  been  begging  Kinross  (current  owner  of  Sunnyside  Gold  Corp.)  to  step 
forward  voluntarily  and  be  proactive  and  address  the  issues,"  Hennis  said. 
"They  were  trying  to  get  out  of  any  potential  liability  at  a very  cheap  price." 

Kinross  issued  a statement  Tuesday. 

The  company  described  last  week’s  spill  as  a "very  unfortunate  incident,"  but 
denied  any  involvement. 

"Sunnyside  mine  workings  have  no  physical  connection  to  the  Gold  King  and 
such  a connection  never  existed,"  according  to  the  statement.  "Sunnyside  is 
not  the  cause  of  the  water  build  up  at  Gold  King." 
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Marcie  Bidwell  is  executive  director  of  the  Mountain  Studies  Institute,  a 
nonprofit  environmental  research  organization  that  has  been  involved  in 
monitoring  river  changes  since  last  week’s  discharge. 

She  said  Tuesday  it  was  "very  possible”  that  runoff  from  Sunnyside  Mine 
escaped  through  fractures  into  nearby  mines. 

Since  2008,  Simon  said  the  EPA  has  talked  about  a "targeted”  Superfund 
limited  to  the  Upper  Animas  Mining  District.  Sunnyside  Gold  Corp.,  a member 
of  Animas  River  Stakeholders  Group,  offered  $6.5  million  to  address  water 
quality  issues  in  the  targeted  area. 

The  catch,  according  to  Simon,  was  the  EPA  had  to  release  Sunnyside  Mine 
Corp.  from  liability. 

"The  EPA  has  not  really  bought  off  on  that,"  Simon  said.  "But  the  money  is 
still  there  and  the  EPA  recently  requested  they  do  some  (remediation  work) 
and  pay  for  it  from  the  $6.5  million  fund,  which  is  supposed  to  have  risen  to 
$10  million  in  that  amount  of  time." 

According  to  Simon,  the  EPA  has  not  agreed  to  release  Sunnyside  from 
liability. 

Hennis  said  $10  million  is  not  nearly  enough  to  adequately  remediate  the 
mining  district. 

Simon  said  that  since  the  Gold  King  Mine  spill,  he  has  reflected  on  his 
organization's  previous  opposition  to  the  Superfund  designation. 

"We  were  dead  set  against  Superfund  at  the  time,  but  I would  not  say  that  is 
the  case  now,"  Simon  said 

Martin  Hestmark,  assistant  regional  director  for  EPA’s  Region  8,  said  Monday 
that  he  is  talking  with  stakeholders  about  solutions,  which  may  include 
building  a new  water  treatment  plant. 

He  said  he  does  not  regret  that  his  agency  was  not  more  aggressive  in  seeking 
a Superfund  designation  for  the  site. 

"It's  important  that  the  affected  communities  be  supportive,"  he  said.  "That  is 
an  evolving  process." 

Colorado  Governor  John  Hickenlooper's  spokeswoman,  Kathy  Green,  said  the 
decision  is  up  to  the  community. 

"At  this  point,  (Hickenlooper)  plans  to  continue  to  work  with  the  EPA  and  the 
community  on  response  and  recovery  for  the  area,  and  in  addressing  other 
mines  in  the  state,"  Green  said. 

Larry  and  Cheryl  Markwell  own  the  Hungry  Moose  Bar  and  Grill  in  Silverton, 
which  opened  a year  ago  this  month. 

Both  husband  and  wife  described  the  Gold  King  Mine  spill  as  a tragedy  and 
said  they  were  open  to  solutions. 

"We  have  people  that  fish,  canoe  and  raft  (in  Silverton),"  Larry  Markwell  said. 
"If  people  aren't  in  the  water,  they  won't  be  coming  to  eat. 

Cheryl  Markwell  said  the  town  was  plagued  by  problems,  including  a housing 
shortage  and  expensive  utilities. 

"This  town  is  full  of  talk,"  Cheryl  Markwell  said.  "It's  a town  that  needs  to 
act." 

Steve  Garrison  covers  crime  and  courts  for  The  Daily  Times.  He  can  be 
reached  at  505-564-4644  and  staarrison  (a) daily  - tim  es.  com 
( m ailto : staarrison  @ dailu-  tim es.com ).  Follow  him  on  Twitter 
Cd)SteveGarrisonDT  (http:  / /www. twitter.com / SteveGarrisonDT ) on  Twitter. 

Map  of  mining  tunnels  north  of  Silverton 

ihttps://www.scribd.  co  m/doc/2742 54 374/Map-of-minina-tunne!s-north-of-Siivertonl 
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Gold  mine's  toxic  plume  extends  to  Utah 


Staff,  The  (Farmington,  N.M.)  Daily  Times  4:59 p.m.  EDT August  11,  2015 


On  the  scene  atthe  abandoned  gold  mine  in  Siiverton,  Colo.,  atthe  source  ofthe  spiii  that  has 
turned  the  Animas  River  orange.  Trevor  Hughes,  USATODAY 

FARMINGTON,  N.M.  — The  plume  of  heavy  metals  released  last  week  into  the  Animas  River 
(http://bit.iv/1NIWjMh)  from  the  Gold  King  Mine  near  Siiverton,  Colo.,  reached  Utah  on  Monday. 

As  of  Monday  evening,  officials  said  the  plume  of  contamination  was  southeast  of  Montezuma  Creek,  Utah, 
and  was  headed  for  Lake  Powell.  Environmental  Protection  Agency  officials  say  the  pollutants  in  the  plume 
include  arsenic,  lead,  copper,  aluminum  and  cadmium,  but  have  not  released  any  detailed  information  on  the 
spill  that  started  Wednesday  morning  and  has  since  been  contained. 

The  Gold  King  Mine's  discharge  raises  the  possibility  of  long-term  damage  from  the  toxic  metals  falling  out  of 
suspension  as  the  plume  slowly  moves  along  the  river. 

"Sediment  does  settle,"  said  Shaun  McGrath,  administrator  of  EPA's  Region  8.  "It  settles  down  to  the  bottom  ofthe  riverbed." 

EPA  officials  announced  Monday  afternoon  that  public  access  to  the  Animas  and  San  Juan  rivers  would  continue  to  be  closed  until  at  least  Aug.  17. 

One  rural  water  user  association  in  San  Juan  County,  where  New  Mexico  Gov.  Susana  Martinez  declared  a state  of  emergency  Monday,  has  spent 
thousands  of  dollars  buying  water  from  Farmington  and  Aztec  because  it  had  to  shut  down  its  wells  after  the  toxic  mine  waste  spilled  into  the  Animas 
last  week. 

"We  don't  want  to  take  a chance  of  contaminating  them  — and  it  sure  has  cost  us  a lot  of  money,"  said  Rick  Mitchell,  Flora  Vista  Mutual  Domestic  Water 
Association  general  manager. 

Mustard-colored  water  began  rushing  out  ofthe  Gold  King  Mine  in  southern  Colorado  on  Wednesday  after  an  EPA  team  disturbed  a dam  of  loose  rock 
lodged  in  the  mine. 

river  in  time  in  river  effects  on 

Animas 
River  to 

last  two 

years 


(Photo:  Jerry  McBride,  AP) 
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The  deluge  of  polluted  water  poured  into  Cement  Creek  and  continued  into  the  Animas  River.  The  plume  of  pollution,  clearly  visible  from  the  air  and 
estimated  to  be  more  than  80  miles  long  at  one  point,  reached  Farmington,  N.M.,  on  Saturday  morning. 

McGrath  said  future  runoff  from  storms  will  kick  that  toxic  sediment  back  into  the  water,  which  means  there  will  need  to  be  long-term  monitoring. 


USATODAY 

EPA: Poll ution  from  mine  spill  much  worse  than  feared 
(http://www.usatoday.comZataiy/i.ie:&s/mtio^ 

He  added  that  "the  Animas  River  has  historically  been  polluted  by  acid  mine  drainage." 

Chapters  within  the  Northern  Agency  have  started  the  process  of  issuing  emergency  declarations  after  toxic  mine  waste  flowed  down  the  San  Juan 
River  onto  the  Navajo  Nation. 

The  San  Juan  River  travels  west  through  the  Navajo  Nation,  then  converges  with  the  Colorado  River  at  Lake  Powell  in  southeastern  Utah.  For  the 
chapter  communities  near  the  San  Juan  River,  it  is  the  main  source  of  water  for  crops  and  livestock. 

So  far,  the  chapters  of  Upper  Fruitland,  Nenahnezad,  San  Juan  and  Shiprock  have  issued  either  declarations  or  resolutions  calling  for  a state  of 
emergency  within  their  boundaries. 

The  "slug"  of  pollution,  which  the  EPA  says  contains  metals  and  is  about  as  acidic  as  black  coffee,  is  headed  toward  Lake  Powell. 

Silverton  is  surrounded  by  abandoned  mines,  and  the  EPA  was  checking  on  one  of  the  worst  ones,  the  Gold  King,  when  the  breach  occurred.  Area 
residents  are  furious  that  the  federal  agency  charged  with  fighting  pollution  accidentally  caused  it. 

The  Animas  has  largely  returned  to  running  clear  below  Silverton  and  into  Durango,  although  some  of  the  orange  sediment  remains  in  some  puddles 
and  along  the  shore. 


USA  TODAY 

pollutes  Colo,  river  during  mine  cleanup 

(http  ://www.usato  day.  conVstory/news/nation/20 15/08/07/colorado- river- epa- mine- wastewater- spill/3 1320641 A 

Officials  advise  residents  with  wells  in  the  flood  plains  of  the  Animas  River  and  the  San  Juan  River  downstream  of  the  confluence  of  the  two  rivers  to 
have  their  water  tested  before  using  it  for  cooking,  drinking  or  bathing. 
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County  Executive  Officer  Kim  Carpenter  voiced  frustration  about  the  delay  in  getting  information  about  the  chemicals  in  the  water.  The  data,  he  said, 
will  "give  us  a big  picture  of  what  we  are  going  to  deal  with  and  the  long-term  effects  we  will  have  to  deal  with." 


Contributing:  Steve  Garrison,  Joshua  Kellogg  and  Noel  Lyn  Smith,  The  (Farmington,  N.M.)  Daily  Times;  and  Trevor  Hughes,  USA  TODAY 

WASTEWATER  SPILL 
THREATENS  WATERWAYS 

The  Environmental  Protection  Agency  has 
taken  responsibility  for  inadvertently 
causing  a 3 million  gallon  spill  of  toxic 
orange  waste-water  while  trying  to  clean 
up  an  abandoned  gold  mine  in  Colorado. 
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8/12/2015 


Colorado  health  official:  No  Animas  River  health  risk  - CNN.com 


New  York  City,  NY  □ 76°  Watch  Live  TV  U 

Colorado  health  official:  No  river  health  risk 

By  Dana  Ford  and  Ed  Payne,  CNN 

U Updated  2:25  PM  ET,  Tue  August  11, 2015 
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Colorado  declares 
state  of  emergency  on 
Animas  River 


n 01  :24 

Ohio  water  crisis 
affects  400,000 
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Man  says  he  found 
medical  waste  in  river 


Revisit  the  BP  oil  spill, 
5 years  later 


Story  highlights 


The  EPA  accidentally  released  a plume  of  toxic 
metals  into  the  Animas  River 


Among  those  most  hurting  from  the  spill  are 


(CNN) — From  his  backyard  in  Durango, 
Colorado,  Tom  Bartles  can  see  the  Animas 
River,  which  was  stained  an  unnatural 
orange. 


http://www.cnn.com/2015/08/10/us/epa-river-spill-residents/ 
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businesses  that  depend  on  the  Animas  day  to  The  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
day 

accidentally  released  millions  of  gallons  of 

it's  still  unclear  what  long-term  impact  will  be  pollutants  into  the  water  last  week,  turning  the 
on  water,  soil,  animals,  recreation 

typically  blue  water  to  the  color  of  mustard. 

"Everybody  in  town  knew  it  was  coming.  It  was  hard  to  wake  up  in  the  morning  and  see 
an  orange  river,"  Bartles  told  CNN.  "Many  of  the  locals  in  this  region  are  probably  going 
to  experience  a certain  level  of  mourning." 

By  Tuesday,  the  plume  of  heavy  metals  had  largely  moved  on  and  the  river  looked  clear. 
A tourist  probably  wouldn't  notice  anything  was  off,  but  a local  would  know  it's  not  quite 
right,  Bartles  said. 


And  for  him,  the  biggest  concern  wasn't  the 
immediate  threat  anyway;  it's  the  spill's 
potential  long-term  and  cumulative  impact. 

"This  is  a major,  major  problem,"  said 
Jonathan  Freedman,  a toxicologist  at  the 
University  of  Louisville. 


Bartles  took  before  and  after  photos  of 
the  Animas  River  from  his  backyard. 


Advertisement 


Typically  it  takes  years  or  even  decades  for  health  problems  from  metals  to  develop. 
However,  preliminary  tests  show  that  the  Animas  River  in  Durango  "doesn't  appear"  to 
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present  a health  risk,  Colorado's  top  health  official  said  Tuesday.  Following  a spill  of 
mine  wastewater  into  the  river,  the  metal  levels  along  the  river  in  the  Durango  area  have 
returned  to  pre-incident  levels,  Dr.  Larry  Wolk  said. 

The  river  remains  closed,  but  could  reopen  soon. 

Animas  River  toxic  spill:  This  is  a real  mess' 


'We  all  share  this  crisis' 

Officials  said  they  believe  the  spill  carried  metals  like  iron,  zinc  and  copper  into  a creek 
that  feeds  into  the  Animas. 

It  caused  a spike  in  concentrations  of  total  and  dissolved  metals  in  the  water,  the  EPA 
said.  It's  unclear  exactly  what  effect  that  will  have. 

"It's  all  questions  at  this  point  and  very  few  answers,"  said  Bartles,  who  described  the 
Animas  as  the  "heartbeat  of  the  community." 

A lot  of  people  depend  on  the  river  for  water,  recreation,  fishing  and  farming  — not  just 
in  Durango,  but  up  and  down  the  waterway. 

"We  all  share  this  crisis  no  matter  where  we  live,"  said  Bartles.  "And  we  all  have  to  take 
responsibility." 
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The  spill  into  the  Animas  River  in  Colorado  now  extends  into  New  Mexico. 


Moving  downstream 

In  neighboring  New  Mexico,  the  heartbreak  of  the  spill  was  just  as  real  as  the  toxic  mix 
moved  on. 

"We  came  out  here  together,  and  we  looked  at  the  river  and  we  cried,"  Rosemary  Hart 
told  CNN  affiliate  KRQE. 

She  lives  on  the  Animas  and  her  family  depends  on  a well  to  get  water.  The  spill  has 
made  the  water  unusable,  she  said. 

"My  first  concern  is  the  next  generations,  and  what  they're  walking  into,"  Hart  told 
KRQE. 

The  U.S.  Geological  Survey  reported  the  size  of  the  spill  to  be  more  than  3 million 
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gallons,  compared  with  the  initial  EPA  estimate  of  1 million  gallons. 

Gov.  Susana  Martinez  has  declared  a state  of  emergency. 

According  to  the  EPA,  the  spill  occurred 
when  one  of  its  teams  was  using  heavy 
equipment  to  enter  the  Gold  King  Mine,  a 
suspended  mine  north  of  Durango.  Instead 
of  entering  the  mine  and  beginning  the 
process  of  pumping  and  treating  the 
contaminated  water  inside  as  planned,  the 
team  accidentally  caused  it  to  flow  into  the 
nearby  Animas. 

according  to  Doris  Stock,  who  lives  along  the 

river. 

"We  could  lose  our  animals.  It  could  damage  our  crops.  It'll  destroy  the  soil,"  she  told 
KRQE. 

Few  answers 

Residents  are  looking  for  answers,  but  the  EPA  has  few  to  offer  at  this  point. 

More  than  300  people  attended  an  informational  meeting  at  the  Farmington,  New 
Mexico,  Civic  Center  on  Monday  night. 

"Over  the  next  few  days,  the  waters  in  the  river  are  going  to  clear  up,"  said  Jeff  Witte, 
New  Mexico's  agriculture  secretary.  "That's  doesn't  mean  they're  safe  folks." 

Mark  Hayes  of  the  EPA  reminded  residents  not  to  use  the  water  until  they  get  an  all 
clear.  When  that  will  be,  officials  don't  know. 


1 1 photos:  EPA  spill  turns  Colorado  river 
orange 

Getting  answers  from  the  EPA  is  critical, 
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The  dangers 

According  to  the  ERA,  last  Wednesday's  spill  caused  a spike  in  metal  concentrations, 
but  levels  "began  to  return  to  pre-event  conditions"  by  Thursday. 

However,  according  to  the  EPA's  own  data,  there  were  still  very  high  levels  of  metals  on 
Thursday.  An  arsenic  sample  tested  26  times  higher  than  the  EPA  acceptable  level. 

Lead  was  even  worse  — much  worse. 

"Oh  my  God!  Look  at  the  lead!"  said  Joseph  Landolph,  a toxicologist  at  the  University  of 
Southern  California,  pointing  to  a lead  level  in  the  Animas  River  nearly  12,000  times 
higher  than  the  acceptable  level  set  by  the  EPA. 

And  one  thing  is  for  sure:  these  metals  don't  disappear.  Even  if  they  go  down  to  low 
levels  in  the  water,  they  will  likely  be  in  the  sediment  and  could  be  kicked  up  into  the 
water  at  any  time. 

"This  was  such  a horrible  accident,"  Landolph  said.  "I  served  on  the  EPA  scientific 
advisory  board,  and  I have  the  utmost  respect  for  the  agency.  I wish  them  Godspeed  in 
cleaning  it  up  and  containing  it." 


'We'll  weather  it' 

Among  those  most  hurting  from  the  spill  are  businesses  that  depend  on  the  Animas 
day  to  day. 

Andy  Corra  is  an  owner  of  the  Durango- based  4Corners  Rivers  ports,  which  has  a 
sister  company  called  4Corners  Whitewater. 

"The  river  is  basically  closed  so  that  shuts  down  all  the  rafting,"  he  said.  "They're  losing 
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all  their  revenue." 

On  good  days,  he  said,  that  could  be  as  much  as  $10,000  a day. 

"One  day  business  is  booming,  and  the  next  day,  boom,  it's  shut  off,"  said  Corra.  "It's 
a huge  bummer  for  the  whole  industry." 

He's  been  in  Durango  for  35  years  and  loves  it.  He  called  the  city  a paradise  and, 
without  exaggeration,  the  greatest  place  in  the  world. 

"We'll  weather  it.  There's  a bigger  concern  for  the  river,  but  the  river  will  weather  it  as 
well,"  said  Corra. 

CNN's  Mariano  Castillo  and  EH  Watkins  contributed  to  this  report 
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